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Mr. Oldfield: Who paid for that? Not

the Government!

Mr. O'BRIEN: A good deal of diamond
drilling is required in the Murchison area
which, as some of the old prospectors now
in “Sunset’”’ could t{ell members, will event-
ually prove to be as rich an area as the
Golden Mile. The member for Maylands
asked what assistance the Government had
given the industry. It has raised the pay-
ment te prospectors from £2 to £4 10s. a
week and has also paid practically in full
for every crushing put through a State
battery.

Mr. Oldfield: Which Government in-
creased the allowance to prospectors?

Mr. O'BRIEN: The present Government
and it has also paid them in full for the
sands which were held by Governments
in past years. A prospector now re-
ceives practically the full price per ounce
for his gold, instead of perhaps £10 only,
and that is of great benefit to him. During
my last visit to the Murchison I noticed
that acreage irrigation was on the move
again, In some districts there has been
a good season, with the water courses run-
ning and the grass two feet high, but in
other areas such as out from Cue there
is the acreage irrigation with a good har-
vest of lucerne and grasses to provide for
drier times to come. At Wiluna the work
of the late Mr. Damon is progressing
steadily and I am sure that distriet will
receive favourable consideration from the
Government. Under the previous Govern-
ment we had what was more or less purely
a Mullewa line but the present Govern-
ment will favour no particular area of the
State. Many things are required in the
Murchison area—houses, for instance—
and I am confident we will get them in our
turn. The previous Government promised
to advance half the cost—approximately
£8,000—-0f & water supply for Mt. Ida. The
present Government will extend all these
benefits providing it gets a fair deal from
the Grants Commission. I ask members to
co-operate with the Government so that
all may receive their share and a square
deal for the electors they represent.

On motion by Mr. Perkins debate ad-
journed.
COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
Council’s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees appointed by that House.

House adjourned at 8.10 p.m.
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QUESTIONS.

RAILWAYS.
fa) As to Sleepers, Removel and Renewal.
Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
Railways:
What was the average cost in the years
1910 and 1938—

(1) Of each new railway sleeper at
point of use in the track?

(2) Of removing each worn out
sleeper and replacing the new
sleeper?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 1910, 1s. 9d4.; 1538, 3s. 4d.
(2) Seperate details of the lahour cost

were not kept but the estimated cost is—
1910, 1s.; 1938, 2s. 9d.
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{b) As to Premier's Statement at Loan
Council.

Mr. HUTCHINSON asked the Premier:

(1) In view of his application to the
Prime Minister, asking that the Common-
wealth Government decide the guestion
whether State rail fares and freights
should be increased, has Cabinet agreed
to his passing over to the Commonwealth
Government the handling of the State
railways?

(2) Is it the intention, likewise, to hand
over the management of the State Ship-
ping Service to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment?

The PREMIER replied:

{1} and (2) The financial destiny of
these services is already very largely in
the hand of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. The State Government would be
prepared to give careful consideration to
any reasonable offer made by the Com-
monwealth Government along the lines
suggested by the hon. member.

STATE TRANSPORT CO-ORDINATION
ACT.

As to Amending Legislation,

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister for
Transport:

Is it the intention of the Government to
amend the State Transport Co-ordination
Act for the purpose of permitting road
transport hauliers to operate over dis-
tances in excess of the existing 20-mile
limit:

The MINISTER replied:

. The hon. member, without notice, asked
me this question previously, and I did not
appreciate the purport of it. In conse-
quence, I gave an answer that was not
really relevant. I have now pleasure in
giving him a reply, as follows:

No consideration has been given to any
amendment of the nature referred to.

DUST NUISANCE.

As to Phosphalic Rock Pile, Norih
Fremantle.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Min-
ister for Labour:

(1) Is it the intention of the Factories
and Shops Department to take any action
on behalf of the residents of Mosman
Park to prevent the dust nuisance arising
from the stockpile of phosphatic rock at
the Mt. Lyell Works, North Premantle?

(2) If so, what action is likely to be
taken?

The MINISTER replied:

(1> The matter is receiving the consid-
eration of the Factories and Shops De-
partment and it is hoped that satisfactory
arrangements to alleviate the nuisance
will be made in the near future.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

[ASSEMELY.]

FORESTS.
As lo Appointment of Conservator.

Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for
Porests:

In view of the fact that Mr. T. N. Stoate
possesses the highest forestry qualifica-
tions in Australia, and also that he has
served the Forests Department in Western
Australia for 30 years, will every con-
sideration be given to his reappointment
as Conservator of Forests provided, of
course, that he makes the necessary ap-
plication?

The MINISTER replied:

Yes.

MEDICAL SERVICES.
As to Reducing Fees.

Mr. JOENSON asked the Minister for
Prices:

Now that medical costs are largely
underwritfen by the Government and
friendly societies, and therefore bad debts
are reduced to a minimum, will he take
action .to ensure that an appropriate
downward move is made in fees for all
medical services covered by the various
schemes?

The MINISTER replied:

Medical fees are not conirolled under
the prices legislation in this or any other
State.

With the implementation of the Com-
monwealth Medical Beneflts Scheme it is
the responsibility of the Commonwealth
Department of Health to ensure that fees
are kept within reasonable limits.

ROADS.
fa) As to Sealing Carnarvon-Northamplon
. Section,

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Will he inform the House whether
the Government intends to seal a further
section of the Carnarvon-Northampton
road this financial year?

(2) If the answer to No. (1) is In the
affirmative, what length will be done and
at which end?

(3) When will this work be commenced?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Four miles at the Northampton
end; four miles priming preparatory to
surfacing at the Carnarvon end.

(3) During 1953-1954.

fb) As to Guildford-rd. Rehabilitation.

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) When did work commence on the
rehabilitation of Guildford-rd. in accord-
ance with the agreement entered into be-
tween the Government departments and
the road boards concerned?
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(2) How much work has been done to
date, and how much money has been spent
so far?

(3) When did this work cease?

(4) When is it anticipated that this
work will be resumed?

(6) What has been the cause of the
delay in the progress of this work?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) March, 1953.

(2) Improvements to drainage and bitu-
men seal between Katanning-st. and
Fisher-st., Bayswater and Bassendean
Road Boards.

Expenditure on above £2,401

Expenditure on mainten-
ance £387
£2,788

(3) May, 1953.
(4) In the coming summer.

(5) The need for extensive drainage in-
vestigations both by the Main Roads
Department and by the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Department, and the advent of winter
which rendered work on drainage or other
reconstruction impossible.

NORTH-WEST.

As lo Waiter Supply, Broome, Derby and
Wyndham.

Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

What action is the Government taking
to ensure an adequate supply of water to
the residents of the towns of Broome,
Derby and Wyndham?

The MINISTER replied:

Broome.—The Government is assisting
the Broome Water Board by carrying out
reconditioning and improvements on its
behalf. Reconditioning of the reticulation
system has already been carried out and
the sinking of a new bore is well advanced.

Derby —£3,000 has been made available
for the installation of new tanks and
stands fo improve the supply conditions
generally.

Wyndham,—Proposals for assisting the
water board in obtalning improved sup-
ply conditions are under examination.

STATE FINANCE.

fa) As lo Balance Owing to English Con-
tractors.
Hon. D. BRAND asked the Treasurer:

What was the halance of moneys owing
to English contractors at the 30th June,
1953, of the £3,800,000 which was deferred
from the previous financial year?

The TREASURER replied:
£266,000 (Aust.),
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{b) As to Amount Deferred.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Treasurer:

What was the total sum of money he
was able to arrange while in England to
be deferred?

The TREASURER replied:

We had discussions with 3 number of
firms in England on the question of de-
ferring payment if, during the current
financial year, the necessity arose. Our
view was that it would be hetter for the
State to pay accounts in England when
they hecame due if the financial position
of the State would reasonably permit of
that being done. If we find during the
financial year that we require further post-
ponements or deferments of payments, I
have no doubt that in the majority of
instances it will not be difficult to make
the necessary arrangements with the firms
concerned.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.

As to Grounding of Wires and Trans-

formers.

Hon. C. F. J. NORTH asked the Minister
for Works:

(1) Has any consideration been given to
the grounding of electric wires and trans-
formers in the metropolitan area, similar
to the action aiready taken by the G.P.O.
with telephone cables?

(2) If not, will he obtain information
on this point from other centres?

The MINISTER replted:

(1) Yes.

(2) See No. (1).

POLICE.
As to Stations for Wembley and
Scarborough.

Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister for
Police:

(1) Were tenders let for the building of
the Police Stations at Wembley and Scar-
baorough? '

(2) If so, when is it proposed to com-
mence the buildings?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No.

(2) Answered by No. (1},

EDUCATION.
As to Mi. Lawley School Ground.

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is he aware of the deplorable state
of the Mt Lawley school ground?

¢2) Is it a fact that approval was given
some months ago for the proviston of a
bituminous surface for the play-ground?

(3) Is it alsp a fact that this work has
now been shelved owing to a shortage of
funds?
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(4) When can it be expected that the
necessary funds will be available to carry
out this work?

The MINISTER replied:

. {1) No. A section of the ground is sand;
‘the rest is bituminised and grass.

(2) No.

(3) No.

(4) Owing to the loan fund restrictidns
and the great need for classrooms, funds
for extensions of grounds improvements
are not likely to be available in this
financial year.

HOSPITALS.

fa) As to Inierrogation of Parents
re Means.

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is he aware that detailed inferroga-
tion of the financial positicn of parents
of sick children has taken place at the
Princess Margaret Children’s Hospital be-
fore the sick children were admitted?

(2) As this practice causes much dis-
tress to parents of sick children, would he
request the authorities concerned to re-
frain from such practices in future?

The MINISTER replied:

(1} Yes. This is necessary because
patients are treated by medical men in
an honorary capacity.

(2) This matter will be given considera-
tion.

b} As to Charges Jor Ward Beds.

Mr. HILL asked the Minister for Health:

(1) What is the minimum daily charge
in hospitals of the towns large enough for
wards of six beds or over?

(2) What is the minimum daily charge
in hospitals of the country towns not large
enough for six bed wards?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 24s. per day.

(2) This depends on the size of the ward
accommaodation available. Prices are—

Single bed ward—£2 per day.

2 bed ward—35s. per day.

3-5 bed ward—30s. per day.
Wards over 5 beds—24s. per day.

TIMBER.

fa} As to Ply and T. and G. Flooring.

Mr, JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Housing:

What are the comparative prices per 100
square feet of the new ply flooring, which
his department is contemplating using,
and the orthodox T. and G. Flooring?

The MINISTER replied:

The use of this flooring is only in the
experimental stage and comparative costs
are not yet known.

[ASSEMBLY.]

(b} As to Payment of Royalties.

Mr, HILL asked the Minister for Lands:

What steps have been taken to carry out
the promise made by the Labour Party
in the Albany election last February that
timber royailties would be paid from the
date of the Royal Commission's findings?

The MINISTER replied:

As stated in reply to a question on the
11th August, the matter is still being con-
sidered by the Government.

SWAN RIVER.
As lo Building Second Bridge.

Mr. YATES asked the Minister for

Works:

Can he give some indication when the
Town Planning Commissioner’s report on
the building of another bridge across the
river near the city will be completed?

The MINISTER replied:

This matter is being investigated in
conjunction with the planning of the
metropolitan region, and it will undoubt-
edly be considered’ when endeavouring to
find a solution to the traffic problem in
the city area. It is expected that the
regional plan will be completed within
the next two years.

BETTING.
(a) As to Miunister’'s Statement re Two-up.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT (without notice)
asked the Minister for Justice:

Was he correctly reported in this morn-
ing’s issue of “The West Australian™ in
the statement that it was a very great
injustice that the previous Government
had acquiesced in stopping the two-up
schools on the Goldfields? Did he intend to
imply that the then Minister for Police,
which happened to be myself, should have
exercised pressure on the Commissioner
of Police to ensure that the two-up schools
at Kalgoorlie were permitted and thus to
allow a breach of the law?

The MINISTER veplied:

I was correctly reported. I feel that,
as the game has been played since the in-
ception of the Goldfields, it is really an
amenity, and I think that the Minister at
the time should have given consideration
to this point.

(b} As to Repealing Gaming Act.

Mr. BOVELL {(without notice) asked the
Minister for Justice:

In view of his opinion regarding the
playing of two-up, is it his intention to
introduce a Bill to repeal the Gaming
Act? If not. why not?

The MINISTER replied:

There is no intention of that sort so
far as I am concerned, but I feel that
amenities that have been enjoyed on the
Goldfields for the last 50 or 60 years
should be permitied to continue.
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fe) As to Legalising Two-up.

Mr. ACKLAND (without notice) asked
the Minister for Justice:

In view of the fact that he has con-
. firmed the report in this morning’s paper
regarding two-up, is it his intention to
introduce a Bill to legalise the playing of
two-up throughout Western Australia?

The MINISTER replied:

It {s very evident that some members
of this House have not been on the Gold-
fields. If they had, they would have rea-
lised that two-up has been played from
the inception. Theoretically it may be
itlegal, but everybody knew where it was
played and this is the first occasion when
there has been any interference with the
playing of two-up on the Goldfields.

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver: No;
that is not true.

BILL—SUPPLY (Neo. 1), £186,000,000.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. PERKINS (Roe) [2.33): I think
most people realise that under our system
of constitutional government the Speech
which the Governor delivers at the opening
of Parliament does not necessarily con-
tain his own views. In effect, it is pre-
pared by the Government of the day and
is merely delivered by the Governor as an
indication of the views of his responsible
Ministers.

The Speech which we have before us in
printed form is an extraordinary docu-
ment. The member for Stirling has al-
ready drawn attention to some of its
peculiar features and I desire to mention
one or two others. If members look at
page 4 they will notice that a passing and
very general reference was made to the
fact that we have had rather too much
rain in our agricultural areas. Turning
to page 6, we find the Governor’s advisers
telling us that 300 tons of pearl shell pro-
duced last year realised nearly £200,000.
Further down we are told that there is
a steady expansion in the State's second-
ary industries, which now employ over
45,000 persons.

Then we are informed that the proceeds
from 1,187 whales taken last season were
approximately £1,200,000; that the pro-
duction of crayfish in 1952 reached the
record of £8,500,000; how gold production
has been getting on; and what drilling
operations on the iron and pyrite ore
bodies at EKoolyanobbing have disclosed.
Then coal production is dealt with, and
further on we are told about hopes of
finding oil in the North-West. But the
point that astonishes me is that through-
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out the whole document there is no specific
mention either of wool or wheat. I hope
that is not an indication of the importance
that this Government attaches to those
two industries because, If it is, it seems
to indicate that all sorts of complications
are likely to develop in this State.

Mr. Brady: Is there any reference to
water supplies?

Mr, PERKINS: I was talking about pro-
duction. The point is that those two in-
dustries at present produce more than 75
per cent. of the export income of this
State. I propose to quote a few figures to
emphasise how ilmportant these industries
are to the State's economy. In 1938-39,
the immediate pre-war year, the total ex-
ports oversea from this State were valued
at approximately £22.3 million. Of that,
wheat (including flour) and wool pro-
duced £6.9 million. At that time the gold-
mining industry was a very big earner of
oversea credits and was responsible for
more than wheat and wool put together.
It earned £10.6 million. All of us here
know just how Ilmportant was the gold-
mining industry during the depression
years of the thirties.

When we come to the year 1950-51, we
find that the position has changed some-
what. In oversea credits we earned
£108,000,000 and of that wheat and wool
were responsible for £88,000,000, leaving
only £20,000,000 for other exports, includ-
ing gold, meat, butter and other smaller
items. The latest figures obtainable from
the Commonwealth and State statisticians
show that the total oversea earnings from
exports from Western Australia were £93.2
million, of which wheat and wool found
£63.5 million. Those figures indicate the
importance of those two industries to the
economy of Western Awustralia,

In order to give members a clear pic-
ture of the position of Australia as a whole
—hecause, when all is said and done, these
oversea credits are interchangeable to
some degree beiween one State and an-
other—I will mention comparable Com-
monwealth figures, In 18%38-39 the {foial
oversea income of Australia was £135.5
million, of which wheat and wool found
£55.9 miillion. In 1950-51 the figures were
£975.6 million and £740.3 million respec-
tively; and in 1951-52 the flgures were
£667,000,000 and £411.7 million respectively.

I stressed those figures because I be-
lieve that Governments in power, in either
the Commonwealth or the State spheres,
have to pay very careful attention to those
industries that are earning our oversea
income, if the Australian economy is to
be kept on a satisfactory basis and if the
prosperity of the Australian people as a
whole is to be maintained, I think that
has been brought home to our people in
recent times. Members will recall that
only two years ago there was a rather sharp
fall in the price of wool and the Aus-
tralian export earnings contracted very
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sharply, and that produced a minor de-
pression in Australia. Fortunately tem-
porary emergency arrangements were made
and the price of wool recovered to a reason-
able degree fairly quickly, and the Austra-
lian economy recovered its prosperity.
That did bring home to members the vital
necessity, if all the other industries in Aus-
tralia which at present are paying good
wages and providing good conditions for
their workers and earning quite good pro-
fits for the owners are to continue, for the
other export-earning industries to be kept
in a prosperous state.

Unfortunately the position is still drift-
ing inasmuch as in years gone by we had
a considerable number of industries which
were earning export credits. I think mem-
bers will have noticed statements in the
Press quite recently by the Minister for
Commerce to the effect that Australia is
now 75 per cent. dependent on wool. I
suggest that members think a little about
what may happen if there is any recession
in the wool industry. If they do that, I
believe they will have considerable cause
to worry about many of the other interests
that they represent in their electorates.
All the trade information available at
present seems to indicate that for the next
12 months, at least, we canh expect the wool
prices to maintain a satisfactory level, but
we have to realise that many large and
powerful oversea firms are spending many
millions of pounds on research to try to
develop the various types of synthetic
fibres in which they are interested.

The responsible leaders of the wool in-
dustry in Australia are much concerned
about the position. Up to the present
wool has bad no difficulty in pacing it with
the substitutes that have come on the
market, but it does not necessarily follow
that more dangerous substitutes may not
become avatlable in the not distant future.
The point I am frying to make is that if
Governments in Australia are going to have
a proper regard for the continuing pros-
perity of the country, then they should not
get into the position where, if some serious
threat to the wool industry develops, it
will be necessary for the wool producers to
accept considerably less for their wool than
they are today, and so put Australia into
some sort of a depression. I believe the
position is serious enocugh for not only
the Commonwealth Government, but also
the State Governments, to give the wool
industry more assistance than they have
given it up to date by way of research
into the further uses of wool, and also by
doing anything else that is possible to com-
bat the threat of synthetic flbres.. The
position is serious indeed, and it is one to
which in a State such as Western Australia
—primarily a primary producing State—
we should all, no matter what electorates
we represent, give considerable attentlon.

Hon. C. P. J. North: There is not enough
room for both!

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. PERKINS: I do not say that. Up
to the present the expansion of synthetic
fibres has been colossal, but it has not
damaged the wool industry at all because
wool has been used in conjunction with the
synthetic fibres, But the information we .
have about the research in the United
States is that the large corporations there
are trying to develop flbres to replace wool
entirely; and that is a serious threat. Up
to now wool has been used in conjunction
with the synthetic fibres, and I hope the
position will continue to develop in that
way in the future, because there is probably
tremendous scope for the use of wool in
the clothing of the more backward peoples
of the world.

Wool could probably be used to better
advantage than it is at present if its use
were more widespread, but there are all
sorts of economic difficulties in the way of
doing that, and it is not a subject that I
desire to go into at the moment hecause,
obviously, there are many sides to it. It
i5, however, one to which all Governments,
including our own State Government,
should pay considerable attention. I wish
to speak on the income earned by the
other major exporting industry I have men-
tioned, namely, wheat. Unfortunately the
production of wheat in Australia has been
falling.

The wheatgrowers have some definite
ideas of their own on the matter of wheat
production. If they relied on Govern-
ment statements, I think they would be
thoroughly mystified because on the one
hand we see pronouncements by Govern-
ments departments—both Federal and
State—about the need for building up the
production of Australian wheat, whilst on
the other hand, and in almost the next
breath, we are told it is vitally necessary to
have some sort of stabilisation scheme to
secure the Australian producer against a
sharp fell in price. Both these points of
view cannot be correct. Obviously, if there
is & great need for the product the prices
are not likely to fall. I suggest to the
various Government officers who are pre-
paring these statements that they try to
take a somewhat more objective view of the
position than they have so far.

I can appreciatz the difficulties of a
Government officer who is trying to view
the matter in a broad way, and can
understand his thinking it wise to expand
wheat production in Australia in the in-
terests of our economy—for the reasons
I have just mentioned—inasmuch as we
should be trylng to encourage whatever
industries are available in order to main-
tain our export income on as high and
stable a level as possible. The wheat in-
dustry, of course, is a major export earner,
but our overall production of wheat has
tended to fall rather than to increase. I
will give members the acreage figures as
I think they are more important than the
bushelage, which varies according to the
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season. For the Commonwealth as a
whole, the acreage sown to wheat in 1938-
39 was 14,346,000 acres. By 1950-51, the
total had fallen to 11,663,000 acres, and in
1951-52 it was down to 10,384,000.

Mr, Ackland: Do not forget that it was
18,000,000 acres in the early 1930's.

Mr. PERKINS: Admittedly, it was
higher at an earlier stage, but I have
dealt with the immediate pre-war period,
which I feel gives the fairest comparison.
The figures for Western Australia show a
similar drop from the 1930's to the pre-
sent ' time, although we have maintained
our wheat production to a greater degree
than have the other States. For various
reasons, and notwithstanding a widely-
held opinion that the whole of the farm-
ing community is extremely prosperous—
particularly the wheatgrowers — the
amount of wheat being produced in this
State and elsewhere in the Common-
wealth is now considerably less than it
was in earlier years.

There must be something wrong with
the reasoning of the man in the street,
or else some other factor enters into the
situation; otherwise there would not be
such a drop in our production. The rea-
son for it, of course, is that other avenues
of production have become elther more
profitable or more congenial, and there
has been a switch away from wheat pro-
duction, particularly in our main wheat-
growing areas, to wool and, to a lesser
degree, to meat. The ordinary wheat-
grower feels that he is being used as a
pawn in Government policy and that the
final decision regarding his wheat is taken
not on what is fair and just to him, or
even what is ultimately best for Australia,
but rather on what complications might
ensue if a higher price were pald for wheat
for human consumption, or for stockfeed.

Those are points upon which wheat-
growers feel strongly, and they have un-
doubtedly been a factor in the switch
from wheat t¢ other lines of production.
In the 1930°’s, the wheatgrowers clam-
oured strongly for a higher price for
wheat consumed in Australla than they
were obtaining for that sold on the ex-
port market. They maintained that the
wheat sold oversea had to be sold in com-
petition with that produced by cheap
labour and coloured labour under.sweated
conditions. The Australian producer had
to sell his product in competition with
wheat produced under those conditions.

‘The Minister for Lands: Is that not an
argument for stabilisation?

Mr. PERKINS: The conclusion to be
drawn from that—for the information of
the Minister for Agriculture—Is that if
the wheatgrower was expected to sell his
product in competition with wheat grown
under all sorts of conditions, he should
be permitted to buy the things used in
wheat production on a comparable basis.
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The Minister for Education: What per-
centage of the worid’s wheat is produced
under cheap labour conditions?

Mr. PERKINS: I cannot say offhand,
but it is a large proportion.

The Minister for Education;
large as you seem to think.

Mr. PERKINS: The Deputy Premier
would be surprised to learn the total
amount of wheat produced in China.

The Minister for Education: I would
not be surprised at all.

Mr. PERKINS: The vast majority of
the wheat entering into international
trade is produced in the more mechanised
countries.

The Minister for Education:
the point I am getting at.

Mr. PERKINS: That is not the ques-
tion the Minister asked. During the war
period, the demand for wheat rose rapldly,
and its value on the international market
increased sharply. It was not long before
the arrangement, whereby the Australian
producer provided wheat for human con-
sumption in Australia at a special price,
penalised him in that he could have sold
the wheat for a much higher price on the
international market. However, little ob-
jection was taken to that as the producers
realised that they had had the advantage
at one time and must therefore put up
with a disadvantage, in turn. That posi-
tion has continued for so long, however,
that the producers of wheat have paid
back the benefit they gained, many times
over. Unfortunately other ideas have crept
in and influenced the methods of comput-
ing the human consumption price, until
at present the wheatgrower feels that he
is not being treated justly, and that is
having an effect on his total pro-
duction of wheat. The man in the
street seems to think that if the
wheatgrower is getting the average cost of
production for what he sells in Australia,
he is bheing fairly treated. That has been
put to me by members in this House.

Mr. Ackland: With no margin for skill.

Mr. PERKINS: If we analyse this aver-
age cost of production theory, it must be
obvious to members that, to have an aver-
age cost of production, there must be at
least as many farmers whose figures are
below the average cost of production as
there are those whose figures are above if,
and I do not think there is any fleld where
the cost of production would wvary as
greatly as it does in the wheat industry.
I do not think it would be possible to ind
any two wheatgrowers with exactly the
same cost of production, and those costs
would vary between wide limits.

There is another theory held upon which
I intend to touch and that is that the man
who has a figure higher than the average
cost of production has something wrong
with his production’ methods. Some say
that it is to his discredit that his costs are
s0 high and that it should be possible for

Not as

That is
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him to bring them down equal to the level
of the most efficient people in the industry.
That opinion is not held by anybody in
close touch with the industry because it
is absolutely fallacious. There are so many
factors which enter into it. Fertility of
soil on farms differs a good deal, the rain-
fall varies from district to district, and the
different periods when the farms were es-
tablished have a big effect on their costs
of production because obviously the capital
costs of equipment have varied over the
years.

Obviously the man who established his
property during the depression period has
a tremendous advantage over a farmer who
is just commencing to open up a holding.
The man who starts now has to buy his
equipment at a cost considerably in excess
of that ruling during the depression period.
I would like to say in passing that if a man
has a high cost of production it is no dis-
credit to him and one must carefully ex-
amine all the factors which go to make up
the cost of production. I want to emphas-~
ise the point that the consuming public of
Australia is receiving the product of the
labour of those who have a cost of pro-
duction higher than the awverage at less
than it costs to produce, I suggest that
members think over that point. No other
industry would put up with it and would
not be asked to do so.

The Minister for Lands: What about
the dairying industry?

Mr. PERKINS: The dalrying industry is
not very happy about it and I do not blame
those engaged in it for not being happy.
Take the manufacturing industries in Aus-
tralla! In the Governor’s Speech, compiled
by members of this Government, there is
a statement to the effect that there has
been a steady expansion in secondary in-
dustries in the State and that they are now
employing over 45,000 persons. T ask
members, which of the secondary indus-
tries in the State would he prepared to sell
any portion of its product at less than the
cost of production? Not one of them
would, and if it did it would go out of
business.

The farming industries have been
through hard times in the past and in
many cases, 1 am afraid, they are rather
used to accepting less than that to which
they are entitled or less than is necessary
to maintain a proper standard of living
and proper conditions in their industry.
However, that point of view has changed
sharply in recent times, and the result is
that these various experiences have caused
the people to change from an industry
which is expected to sell portion of its
product at less than the cost of production
and to engage in other more profitable
lines.

The Minister for Lands: You do not sug-
gest that the community should pay a
higher price for wheat which is produced
by bad management? You suggest that
some of the prices result from bad man-
agement.
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Mr. PERKINS: I would not say that.

The Minister for Lands: But you in-
ferred it.

Mr. PERKINS: I would not say it is as
& result of bad management. I tried to
make the point that because a man's costs
of proauction were high it was no dis-
credit to him.

The Minister for Education: It could be.

Mr. PERKINS: There are factors other
than bad management which enter into
it. But I would like the Minister to name
one secondary industry in Australia that
would sell any article it produced at below
the cost of production. I do not think one
would find any more bad management in
the primary industries than in the second-
ary industries.

The Minister for Lands: The words
“average cost of production” will be left
out of it and I think it will be the “ascer-
tained cost of production.”

Mr. PERKINS: If the Minister is to get
the "ascertained cost of production” I will
be interested to find out how he arrives
at the figure. He has a job in front of

him.

The Minister for Lands: It is not in front
of me.

The Minister for Education: Do you
think the cost of production should be that
of the most inefficient farmer in the dis-
trict?

Mr. PERKINS: I do not say that, either.

The Minister for Education: Then what
do you say?

Mr. PERKINS: I wish to draw a com-
parison with secondary industries

The Minister for Education: What
country would put up with your theory?

Mr. PERKINS: In the city of Perth,
where manufacturers are producing all
types and classes of goods, the least ef-
ficient manufacturer has to make a liv-
ing and pay his staff Arbitration Court
rates of pay. He must at least pay his
way, if not make some profit.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The Arbitration
Court lays down the minimum and they
always make it the maximum.

Mr, PERKINS: That is another aspect
which the hon. member can discuss when
he speaks. If secondary industries are to
function then the least efficient secondary
industry must pay its way.

The Minister for Education: You have
it the wrong way round. If the people are
not prepared to pay the price that a
manufacturer wants for his product then
he goes out of business.

Mr. PERKINS: He does not go out of
business.

The Minister for Education:
does.

Mr. PERKINS: No, he does not, because
if he ecannot make it pay he approaches
the Government of the day and asks for

Yes, he
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greater tariff protection or a bonus for
his product. That is what is happening
and I am not blaming the manufacturers
for it. They are up against all sorts of
special difficulties, but because the manu-
facturer has high costs of production it
does not necessarily follow that he is in-
efficient, But there is a marked differ-
ence in dealing with primary industries
and secondary industries because, when
dealing with primary industries, one talks
about the average cost of production, but
when dealing with secondary industries
conditions are such that the least efficient
manufacturer is at least able to keep go-
ing. I defy anybody on the Government
bench successfully to contest that point.

The Minister for Education: That would
be easy.

Mr. PERKINS: I will be interested to
hear the Minister discuss it.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You make your-
self believe it.

The Minister for Lands: What do you
suggest in regard to wheat? Should the
consumer pay a price for wheat—

Mr. PERKINS: I was just coming to
that. There are various proposals con-
cerning wheat that are likely considerably
to improve the position, and I am glad to
see that our Western Australian Minister
for Agriculture supports the suggestions
for an improvement on what the position
has been. But other factors come into
the situation as well. Dealing with costs
in the industry, one of the first sug-
gestions I have to offer is that the
State Government should do all it can to
keep down costs to the industry. Costs
on a farm are largely the responsibility
of the producer himself, but possibly the
costs of many articles he buys come within
the control of the State Government. One
of the most vital is the cost of transport
and we have heard it said that there. will
he an increase in railway freights.

Before the Government agrees to in-
crease railway freights I think it should
have a careful look into the effect it will
have on the primary industries, particu-
larly the wheat industry hecause that in-
dustry pays more in freight charges than
any other in the country. The volume of
wheat to be transported from what we in
the past have thought as a normal harvest
has been a greater tonnage than any other
type of produce carried, and the require-
ments on a farm that produces wheat
bulk largely in the goods to be trans-
ported from the metropolitan area or the
seaboard into the country districts.

Obhviously, if we are to.have any per-
centage increase in freights it will be
exactly the same as reducing the return
to the producer for each bushel of wheat
by that amount. Before the Government
agrees to any such increase it should
examine the position extremely carefully,
because I am certain that if a decision is
left to the Railways Commission the oniy
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one it will make is to increase the freights.
I notice in the latest report of the W.A.
Government Railways Commission that
the following appears:—

The obvious, even if an unpalatable
solution, to mounting defleits, is the
raising of charges to bring earnings
and operating costs more into line
with each other.

I often wonder whether the Commission
has ever looked at the possibility of re-
duecing costs. I suppese it has paid some
attention to that aspect, but the ordinary
man in the street can cite innumerable
instances of the lack of efficiency shown
by the Railway Department which can
be more strongly criticised than anyone
on the Government bznch can criticise
any lack of efficiency that may occur on
the farms, I noficed recently that a cer-
tain branch of the Farmers’ Union asked
that 8 small space be filled up between
the railway lines to enable the people to
eross to the siding to pick up their goods.
To do that the method the Railway De-
partment adopted was {0 get three railway
trucks of cinders which presumably were
loaded by men wielding shovels, because
the department seems to do most things
by manual labour.

The Minister for Railways:
member knows that that would not be
right. They would he filled with grabs
taken from the loco. shed.

Mr. PERKINS: When it came to un-
loading the cinders the three trucks were
shunted off the line to the spot where the
cinders were to be placed, and a gang was
then detailed to move the cinders from
the truck to the space to be filled in,
shoveélful by shovelful. Each man bpicked
up a shovelful of cinders, dumped it on
the spot where the cinders had to go then
walked back and picked up another shovel-
ful. No private concern could possibly
stand that sort of efficiency.

The Minister for Railways: What does
the hon. member suggest should have been
done at a small outback siding?

Mr. PERKINS: If the Railway Depart-
ment had had any imagination it would
have contacted some local contractor or
the local authority in an endeavour to have
the work done and if that work could
not have been accomplished at a fraction
of what it cost the department I would
have been greatly surprised.

The Minister for Railways: Does the
hon. memhber know what it cost the de-
partment?

Mr. PERKINS: No.

The Minister for Railways: No, the hon.
member is only having a wild guess.

Mr. PERKINS: I know that it took a
gang approximately one day to flll up
that gap and members can work out the
wages for themselves. Another instance
of excessive cost is contained in the reply
the Minister gave to a question I asked

The hon.
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within the last day or two. I know, of
course that the Railway Department has
had a great many difficulties to contend
with in endeavouring properly to organise
that public utility, but even so one wonders
how much imagination is brought to bear
in coping with a great deal of the work
which has to be performed to keep the
system operating. That is borne out by
the figures the Minister for Railways has
given me on the cost of re-sleepering.
According to his statement the cost of a
rajlway sleeper in 1910 was only 1/9d.
and in 1938 it was 3/4d. but now it has
risen to 17/-. That is not the fault of
the Railway Department, although it doss
emphasise the difficulties encountered in
regard to the cost of the re-sleepering
programme. However, what is really
startling are the labour costs involved
in replacing a sleeper. In 1910 they were
only 1s., in 1938, 2s. 9d., but the present
cost is 9s., That shows a rise from 2s. 9d.
to 9s. since prewar years.

The Minister for Railways: In 1910
the basic wage was £2 8s. 0d. but now
it is £12 10s. 0d. per week.

Mr. PERKINS: I was not referring
to 1910 but to the difference In costs
between 1939 and the present day. 1
merely cite that as an instance so that
the . Railway Commissioners might use
some imagination in an endeavour to
mechanise the system and to reduce some
of these costs. If they do not do something
along these lines it could easily be that
by increasing freights, and with the wheat
price showing some recession at present,
they could drive a larger section of pro-
ducers out of the wheat industry into
wool and other production. One hesitates
to think what the complications will be
for future Governments in railway finance
if they are going to lose the major por-
tion of their frafic which the wheat
industry provides in the cartage of grain
or requisites for its productfon from the
farm to the seahoard and vice versa, if
such a change as that is brought about.

Mr, May: The hon. member knows that
that is not very likely.

The Minister for Railways:
he does.

Mr. PERKINS: I take if that that is
what is happening at the present time.
Figures have shown a reduction in wheat
acreage which has taken place at a time
when probably we have developed more
new ground in our agricultural areas than
at any previous period In history.

The Minister for Railways: They switch
from wheat to barley, cats and wool be-
cause there are better profits in such pro-
duction.

Mr. PERKIKS: There has bheen a
greater switch to wool and meat produc-
tion, but surely the efforts of the Minister
for Agriculture should be towards keep-
ing a balanced production throughout our
agricultural areas rather than have pro-
ducers concentrate on the growlng of one

Of course
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product. That is why I stress that more
consideration should be given to decreas-
ing the difficulties met with hy those in
the wheat industry as well as trying to
build up the net return that producers
receive, The Minister for Railways is
smiling, I wonder whether he will be
smiling when he has to consider the
mounting railway deficits,

The Minisier for Railways: The treat-
ment farmers have received from the Rail-
way Department in the past has been ex-
tremely generous.

Mr, PERKINS: I think the Minister
has some extraordinary idea that the
wheat industry is not profitable to the
Railway Department. He will be a sadly
disillusioned man if the day comes when
the production of wheat will seriously de~
crease, and he has to operate his railway
systemn without the benefit of freights ob-
tained from the carriage of wheat plus
those received for the carriage of the re-
quisites necessary for the production of it.

Mr., Ackland: He will still have the
goods trains running in the same way as
he has empty passenger trains running in
order to keep the drivers in their jobs.
It will nhot worry him very much.

Mr. PERKINS: I notice that my time
has almost expired.

The Minister for Native Welfare:
is & pity. o

Mr. PERKINS: However, I strongly
recommend to the Government that care-
ful consideration should be given to the
proper development of each of our primary

That

industries. I have dealt particularly with
wool and wheat. Some of our other
primary industries, with which other

members are more closely in touch than
I, are already in difficulties. I would
say without fear of successful contra-
diction that if the Government allows
our primary industries to get into an un-
profitable state if is paving the way for
the worst depression that Australia has
ever experienced. We have other examples
to guide us and to show us what happens
when a country loses the advantage of a
profitable line of production, or a particu-~
lar advantage it might have in any line of
production. We have only to look a6
Great Britain to see what has happened
there since the war.

Previously, by reason of the skill of her
artisans and the efficiency of her indus-
tries, Britain had built up a very prosper-
ous economic export trade by means of her
manufacturing industries. But because of
the dislocation caused during the war we
know the difficulties Britain is in today and
the very serious problem they have caused
in the standard of living in that country.
An equally seripus position, and a similar
position, could develop in Australia if
anything went wrong with our major ex-
porting industries. W2 had experience of
it two years ago when wool showed a com-
paratively small recession, taken cver an
average clip.
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But if we are going to damage the
abllity of the other export industries to
open oversesa credits—and the Minister for
Commerce has said that 75 per cent. of
our oversea trade is coming from wool—
then we are placing Australia in a position
where a recession of prices in one industry
can provoke a very serious position
throughout Australia. I do not think I
need dwell on that particular aspect be-
cause one knows that if the goods cannot
be imported to service the various indus-
tries, complications are caused through-
out the whole of our economic structure.

In conclusion I would stress that whereas
in the 1930°s the primary producers were
in & position where they had to continue
to produce because of the debts they owed
and the interest they had to pay—whether
they produced or not—the position is al-
tered entirely and a very small proportion
of the producers at the present time have
any considerable debts. From my very
close contact with the farming community,
I would say that if there is a serious reces-
sion in agricultural prices the reaction
of the producers will be to reduce the
scale of their operations so that they can
get by with the minimum of employed
labour, and with the minimum of expen-
diture, thus keeping themselves financially
sound until the day comes when the price
wheel turns full circle.

But, of course, the consequences to the
rest of Australia have only to be thought
about to make one realise just what a
catastrophe it would be. It might produce
an even worse depression and more diffi-
cult conditions for Ausiralin than those
which Britain has had to face In recent
times. Therefore I do suggest to our State
Government that when it prepares the
next address for His Excellency the Gov-
ernor to read at the opening of Parlia-
ment, it has a muech closer look at the
great primary producers that have been
producing the export credit for Australia.
and see if it cannot suggest some measures
which will be instrumental in keeping them
on a sound and prosperous footing and of
promoting conteniment.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [3.25]1: I
have listened with great Interest to mem-
bers opposite while they have heen des-
cribing their disabilities in regard to
transport and primary production. It
appears that they have everything and
that we in the North-West have nothing
in respect to such disabilities. For the
past six years the North-West has appar-
ently been forgotten and those members
opposite have not heard of it. But I would
like to bring before this House a few of
the disabilities and a few of the matters
that go to make up that vast country
which holds so much potential wealth,
and which could produce so much for
this State if given the opportunity. When
the rest of this State was being developed
it was done by putting in transport shead
of the population; in that case the trans-
port was rajlways.
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In the North, however, railways are not
practicable and, therefore, in order to
develop the North the first thing that
should be put in is good roads. It is also
necessary to give certain other benefits
to those people who are to be placed in
that part of the country to encourage
them to stay there. It is necessary for
them to have schools on account of the
distance they are from Perth, They should
also have hospitals and a medical service
s0 that they may have at least some of
those things which the people in the south
of the State enjoy.

As far as Western Australia and the
rest of Australia is concerned, the North-
West is considered the back-door, but it
is very much the front door to all those
people in the Asiatic countries who are
looking for somewhere else to which to
migrate. The North-West of Australia is
producing such things as uranium, colum-
bite, tantalite and other base metals
which, because of the atomic age, are be-
coming exceedingly necessary for every
country to possess. Therefore if we are
to keep the North-West we must defend
it, and the best method of defence is to
populate it. To populate it we must pro-
vide something to encourage the people
to go there, to invest their money there
sa that they will get a return for a gamble
which they propose to undertake. I say
it is a gamble because they have to trans-
port all their materials many miles before
they reach a centre.

One thing that would help, and help
very greatly, would be a reduction in
taxation. This can be done in many ways.
For purposes of the North-West, taxa-
tion could be taken as a defence proposi-
tion. Last year the Commonwealth
budgeted for a £2,000,000 defence estimate,
If the Government were (0 give a remis-
sion of taxation on the defence angle this
would encourage capital to be spent.
Whenever capital is spent it naturally takes
the workers with it and, if the amenities
are provided, the workers will take their
families along with them. It is very in-
teresting to compare the population
figures of the North-West—that is from
the 26th parallel North—with those of the,
Northern Territory and Australia since
1901. It will be noted that since 1901
Western Australia has increased its
original population by 150.2 per cent.,
whereas that of the Northern Territory in-
creased by 342.4 per cent. and that of the
Commonwealth of Australia increased by
226.1 per cent. The comparative popula-
tion fizures for the North-West of this
State, the Northern Territory and the
Commonwealth as a whole, as disclosed in
successive census statistics, show the fol-
lowing:—

Northern Common-~
Census. North-West. Territory, weaith,
1801 §.527 4,873 3.824.913
1511 6,494 3,233 4,573,788
1921 5419 3,759 5,510,944
1933 6,934 4,827 6,850,695
1047 6,494 10,991 7,638,628
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From these figures it will be seen that by
April, 1921, the population of the North-
West of this State had dropped hy over
1,000. It rose again in 1933 but dropped
once more in 1947, whereas the popula-
tion of the Northern Territory had jumped
very appreciably.

It was at that time that spme incentive
was given to the North by the opening up
of the asbestos mines and the development
of the iron-ore deposits at Koolan Island.
As a result, it was estimated in December,
1952, that the population of the North-
‘West was 8,200, that of the Northern Ter-
ritory 16,101 and that of the Common-
wealth 8,648,735. Thus it will be seen that
when money is invested in an area, the
population there will increase. This follows
whenever the incentive is apparent. I do
not say that everything should be given
away as happened in connection with
Koolan Island, but at least the Common-
wealth should provide the requisite incen-
tive to induce people to go to these outer
parts and help develop the North.

Next I shall deal with the individual
industries of the North-West, the main
one being the pastoral industry. It has
certainly retrogressed and I cannoi quite
ascertain the reason for it. I am inclined
to think that, in all probability, it is due
to high taxation. Like other people, the
pastoralists endeavour to run their busi-
ness on economic lines. That being so,
they conduct their properties in an en-
deavour to make as much as they can
economically, It is interesting to note
that in the Gascoyne electorate the sheep
population since 1934 has decreased by
nearly 1,000,000. As a matter of fact, the
actual decrease was 848,061 causing a drop
in the clip of 7,476,480 lb. of greasy wool,
which represents a large proportion, con-
sidering that the total clip in 1952 was
9,779,069 lb., and the number of sheep
shorn was 1,060,286.

Thus in that small area—it is small by
combparison with the whole of the North-
West—there was that large drop in the
sheep population, which so markedly af-
fected wool production. Some steps
should be taken to ascertain why that de-
crease has come about. Statistics also
show a decrease in the number of per-
sons employed in the industry. In 1934
the total number employed in the rural
industries—I might explain that the pas-
toral industry is not separated from other
rural industries in the figures relating to
the Gascovne area—was 6566 males and 115
females. Of course, practically all those
people were employed in connection with
pastoral pursuits and only a few were
working on the banana plantations.

Now we find that in March 1952 the
population, including Gascoyne River
where there are 163 planters, plus many
employees, was actually 24 less than it
was in 1934. That shows that the number
of employees in the pastoral areas is now
much depleted. As I said before, I think
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a review of the pastoral leases and an
inquiry into the reason for the decrease
in production should be carried out and,
where it is found that leases are not be-
ing run in accordance with the reguire-
ments of the Act, the pastoralists con-
cerned should be reminded of that fact
and bhe requested to increase their floeks
so as to comply with the terms of their
leases. As a matter of fact, some of the
properties have not been more than half
used and some have not even been com-
pletely fenced.

Passing from the wool industry, I shall
next touch on the Gascoyne closer settle-
ment area which, as members know, is
the only closer settlement area in the
Gascoyne, apart from Shark Bay. To give
the House some idea of the wealth that
is produced there, I shall quote some fig-
ures to indicate what is taking place at
present. The number of growers on the
river is 163, The estimated area under
bananas is 495 acres, under beans 197
acres, under peanuts 7 acres, under peas
5 acres, and under tomatoes 14 acres.
The growing of tobacco is also to be tried
this year. Twelve growers are taking an
interest in it and are puiting in sufficient
plants to test the value of the leaf. Should
the quality prove to he satisfactory,
tobacco-growing might develop into a very
large industry for Carnarvon. Other crops
being grown are pumpkins, cucumbers and
capsicums, The peak vear for the produc-
tion of bananas was 1949, when the yield
was 109,225 bushels. Production fluctu-
ates according to the season and the
quantity of water available for irrigation.

Last year, 17,535 bags of beans were
produced, and when I mention that each
bag holds approximately 28lb., members
can gain some idea of the weight of beans
transported to Perth. This years is proving
to be an all-time record. I have not the full
figures, but in July we had the highest
yield of any month, the total having been
11,219 bags. This is equivalent to 332,800
1b. of beans which are sent to the metro-
politan area, 60,000 1b. having been trans-
ported by road in one week. In June, 83,970
Ib. of beans were sent to Perth. Surely this
industry, as well as the other industries
being carried on in the Gascoyne, is
worthy of all possible consideration, fi-
nancially and in other ways!

There are many directions in which the
Government can help. Since Parlinment
assembled, I have asked the Deputy Pre-
mier two questions affecting my electorate,
and the answers have been a definite “No.”
I ask him to reconsider those answers in
the light of the promises and statements
made to the electors of Kimberley and Gas-
coyne, One of the questions related to
the sealing of the road from Northampton
to Carnarvon. This road is the lifeline of
the Carnarvon indusiries, carrying, as it
does, the perishable products to the Perth
market. If these products are not trans-
ported fo the market expeditiously, they
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deteriorate and can resuit in substantial
losses being sustained by the growers.

At the beginning of the bean season,
heavy rains occurred and the roads were
closed for a week, and it was more by
good luck than good management that
the aireraft coming south were lightly
laden and were able to lift most of that
freight. Had the heavy rains occurred in
July, or even in June, the planters would
have sustained substantial losses and
these, following on the severe damage done
by the cyclone, would have been a crip-
pling blow. I therefore ask the Govern-
ment to treat with the utmost urgency
my request for an all-weather road to
facilitate the cartage of our perishable
produce to the Perth market. I also re-
quest that all perishable produce may be
transported to the Perth market as re-
quired, without the haulier having to ob-
fain a special permit from the Transport
Board.

Sitting suspended jfrom 3.45 to 4 p.m.

Mr. NORTON: The Carnarvon industry
should he allowed at all times to have
through transport for its perishable goods
so that they can reach the market in the
shortest possible time. At present bananas
are permitted to be carted by road as far
as Geraldton and thence by the Midland
Railway. Beans are carried, under special
permit, right through to Perth. Shark
Bay fish, Geraldton fish, and such perish-
ables, are allowed at all times to go
through. I see no reason why the Car-
narvon industry should not be allowed to
carry its products direct to Perth. Seeing
that the Midland Railway Co. whose main
shareholders are in England, is allowed to
transport goods of any description over
roads which are pald for with taxpayers’'
money, why not allow the taxpayers I am
representing to carry their perishable pro-
duce right through to the metropolitan
market?

I am aware that an individual is allowed
to carry his produce direct to the markets,
and that there can be two other share-
holders with him in the truck, but no more.
Where there is 8 number of small growers,
such as we have at Carnarvon, it is not
practicable for them to own their vehicles,
and so do this. Therefore I say that every
consideration should be given to the Car-
narvon industry, by watving the regulation
and so allowing the perishable- produce to
Ee carted direct to the metropolitan mar-

et.

Adverting to the sealing of the highway
between Northampton and Carnarvon, I
omitted to say that if this highway were
sealed it would save the growers a con-
siderable amount of money. The transe
porters have indicated that if and when
this road is sealed they would be able $o
transport the produce at a cheaper rate.
At the present time, where special permits
have been granted, the carriers have
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carted, in emergencies, from Perth to Car-
narvon at the rate of £15 per ton. The
road cartage from Geraldton to Carnarvon
—a distance of just over 300 miles—is
£10 10s. per ton, and 270 miles is over un-
sealed roads. From these flgures it will be
seen that carriers in the past have been
prepared to cart for as low as £5 per ton
over an equivalent distancz of 300 miles
of sealed road from Geraldton to Perth.
A sealed road would not only give us all-
weather cartage of perishahles but also a
saving on freights which at present are
terrifically high.

Another thing of importance to the in-
dustry is water. It Is, in fact, the lifeblood
of the industry. At the present time the
plantations draw all their water from the
river bed or from subterranean streams
where the plantations are away from the
river. The river bed and the subterranean
streams are replenished when the river
flows, which is aproximately once a year
if we are lucky. It has been found that the
supply of water, under normal circum-
stances, will last just over 12 months with-
outt the river flowing. It is, therefore,
necessary in-this drought area, as it is
termed, to have a reserve. Some 18 miles
east of the Carnarvon plantations is a
gorge known as Rocky Pool. This has been
surveyed and it has heen found that it
could impound 12 thousand million gallons
of water,

When it flows, the Gascoyne River carries
a tremendous volume of water and, when
in flood, the amount that passes through
the Rocky Pool section and eventually out
to sea is 50,000 cubic feet per second or,
in other words, 300,000 gallons per second.
That is the normal flow. The river which
flowed this year was a very small one and
flowed at the rate of only two miles an
hour, but produced over 300,000 gallons
per hour in its flow to the sea. The volume
of water that comes down that river and
goes to waste is fremendous. If a dam
could be built at Rocky Pool it would im-
pound 12,000,000,000 gallons of water,
which would serve the industry—at its
present size—for two years; allowing for
a loss of 50 per cent. through evaporation
and seepage.

If the river did not run in that time
the growers would be able to pull on the
subterranean supplies that they are at
present using. With that reserve—and the
industry at its present level—we would
have over three years' supply of water
which would stabilise the industry. I ask
the Government to have a full investiga-
tion made of the feasibility of damming
water in Rocky Pool, and of its economics.
‘We know that once water has to be pumped
over a distance and cement channels or
drains laid it becomes much more ex-
pensive, but if a sure water supply is
to be provided as an economic stabiliser
for this industry every effort should be
made to complete this project in the near
future.
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The Gascoyne research station has dene
great work towards the development of
the industry by the carrying out of noe-
essary experiments. There is still much
work of that kind to be done but thz ra-
search station is hampered by lack of a
laboratory. I believe that the whole of
the Agricultural Dezpartment is similarly
hampered. A laboratory at Carnarvon
has been promised. We nzed only a small
one there, with an officer qualified to do
the necessary experimental work, par-
ticularly with regard to soils. It would
not only serve the Carnarvon banana
plantation but also the whole of the North-
West, and would be of great help to those
departments further north which now
have to send all their samples to Perth
to he dealt with at the Government
laboratories.

Many tests will be required in the near
future to sze whether the water supplies
the minerals needed by stock in the
pastoral industry. Tests are required to
find out whether the stock are getting the
requisite minerals from the herbage in
o-der to get the best possible production
from those areas. It is only by attaining
100 per cent. production from the rural
industries that the North-West can be
made payable.

A smaller industry, but one which can
be developed greatly in the North-West
though it has not been investigated to the
extent it deserves, is fishing. Shark Bay
i3 the only town in my electorate, apart
from Carnarveon, and is practigally de-
pendent upon fishing for its livelihood.
That centre produces approximately
1,000,000 1b. of fish per vear. There is a
small amount of fishing done further north
it the Exmouth Gulf area. It is pleasing
t7 see the CSIR.O. sending its boats
rorth again to investigate the fishing
grounds of that area and the possibilities
of the prawn-fishing industry, with par-
ticular relation to the king prawn and
the tiger prawn which are known to exist
in those waters and which should prove
a very substantial source of revenue when
their grounds are located.

People hear of Shark Bay bhut do not
rzad about it and do not realise
what it is like or how those who
live there and help to populate this vast
area of the north exist. They have none
of the things which everyhody else in the
State takes for granted. They have no
water supply, no regular means of trans-
port, no aerodrome, no regular mail ser-
vice and rarely see a hewspaper. We
could do much towards providing them
with those amenities.

Water is esssential in the areas to which
1 have referred. I know it will be difficult
to provide adequate water supplies, yet
many stmaller centres in other parts of the
State have been provided with dams and
catchment areas. WNothing of that kind
has been done at Shark Bay and nothing
to assist the fishing industry. When the
fishermen desire to repair their boats
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some manage to get them up on the shore
at Shark Bay but others take them to
the other side of Peron Peninsula, a dis-
tance of 16 road miles, to beach and re-
pair them. They have then either to camp
there or travel that distance over sandy
roads each day to do that work.

It is time that a slipway was supplied
at Shark Bay. It was promised six years
ago and that promise remains. I am
sure that the present Government will
honour the promise of its predecessor and
build that slipway. I know that aero-
dromes are a Commenwralth matter, but
to indicate how inconsiderate the Com-
monwealth Government is and how little
it acknowledges the North-West—and
even Western Australia as a whole—I will
read out portion of a letter received from
Mr. Anthony, Minister for Civil Aviation,
with resard to the general policy in rela-
tion to aerodromes in the North-West. A
portion of it reads—

Enclosed is a copy of the policy
adopted by the Commonwealth in the
provision, maintenance and operation
of aerocdromes as a Commonwealth
responsibility.

It is thought that this policy will
be seif-explanatory but, broadly
speaking, it means that unless and
until it has been proved by actual
airline traflic over a period that an
airline service is an economical and
lasting requirement, the responsibility
for the provision of an aerodrome
must rest with the local authority.

That letter indicates that the local
authorities are responsible, but, as far as
Shark Bay is concerned, a local author-
ity does not exist. The loeal authority
has to put down an aerodrome and main-
tain it for 12 months to prove to the
Commonwealth that it is a necessity and
a payable proposition. Shark Bay has a
population of over 100 pzople in the town
ang serves five stations as well. If that
does not entitle the town to an aerodrome,
I do not know what does,

Shark Bay is 85 miles from the main
read and over 200 miles from the nearest
town, and in cases of sickness an aero-
drome is an urgent necessity. There is
a hospital in the town but the Govern-
ment will subsidise a nurse only up to the
paltry sum of £100 per annum. Last year,
during the election campaign, I took a cen-
sus of the number of accidents and urgent
sickness cases at Shark Bay over the pre-
vious 12 months. Most of the people con-
cerned were taken fo Geraldton, but an
odd one or two went to Carnarvon. Dur-
ing the 12 months ended the 1st February
this year, 49 cases had to be transported
from Shark Bay; 34 were taken by Gerald-
ton taxi at a total cost, for one way only,
of £1,088. Others less urgent, nine in all,
were transported by fish truck at a total
cost of £45 and six others went in their
own vehicles, I did not include any charge
in those cases.
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In other words, it cost the individuals
concerned £1,133 to be transported to
hospitals and on top of that they had to
pay medical expenses. If we are to
assume that those people paid the same
sums to be brought back agaln to Shark
Bay the total cost would be £2,266. Surely
that in itself is sufficient evidence of the
need for an aerodrome with a regular
aerial service which MacRobertson Miller
Coy. Ltd. 1s prepared to give. One of the
cases concerned was a man suffering from
a severe stricture and I leave it to the
imagination of members as {0 how much
pain that man must have suffered while
being transported on the back of a utility
for 285 miles over an earth road. Accord-
ing to the doctor he arrived at the hospital
just in time and, had he been 20 minutes
later, it would have been too late. Since
that time one who was bheing taken to
hospital died 30 miles out on the road.

There is only an obsolete telegraph line,
g one wire system, connecting Shark Bay
with the cuter world and at the best of
times it is difficult to communicate with
Carnarvon. The people in these areas
suffer many disabilities and it would not
be much to ask the Government to grant
them some relief. When reading Mr.
Anthony's letter I omitted the bportion
which said that the department would
generously make available its mobile outfit
should the district find a suitable site for
an aerodrome and, provided, the equip-
ment was not being used for other pur-
poses. A very generous offer especially as
this service would have to be paid for!

The whaling industry seems to have hit
the headlines and there is not much I ¢an
say about it except that it is a great dollar
earner for Western Aystralia. It has proved
that large sums of money can be made in
those areas from industries which, in the
past, have been given to oversea interests.
The two sections interested in the whaling
industry, when operating, employ 340 per-
sons, 70 of them being employed perman-
ently. Those permanently employed are
not all in Carnarvon as some of them are
employed in offices in the metropolitan
area. Last year the two whaling com-
panies caught between them 1,136 whales
and vroduced 10,558 tons of whale oil. A
total of 1,252 tons of manure were produced
as well as 5,622 tons of poultry and stock
food. I have not any figures as to the
actual monetary return for the 1952 season
but the return, per whale, during the 1951
season was £1,022 9s., and the gross takings
for the industry, during the same year
were £1,244 878,

As regards minerals, there is an aurifer-
ous helt which runs right through the Gas-
coyne electorate but very little has been
done in this area because of its isolation.
This year, however, gold has been discov-
ered at Lyndon Station but whether this
fleld will continue to be as good as it
looks now, remains to be seen. The first
crushing ylelded three ounces to the ton.
Mica, lead, bismuth and beryl have also
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been discovered but the main Interest at
present centres on Exmouth Gulf where oil
boring is almost due to commence. If, in
the near future, this area should turn out
to be an oil field, we in the North wiil
have no further worries and we will not
need to beg and pray for Governments to
acknowledge us. They will be looking to
us and will be only too pleased to give us
those things sabout which they have
hummed and ha’d in the past.

I will now deal with the questions of
housing, water, education, and so on,
which are essential in order to encourage
people to settle in the North. This year,
I understand, Carnarvon is to have four
new workers' homes, plus two which are
to be completed. I am pleased to say that
the Government has taken steps to reduce
the rentals of those homes. With what I
am about to say I know that other North-
West members, particularly the member
for Pilbara, will be in accord, namely, that
all Government departments, whether
Commeonwealth or State, should provide
houses for their employees. At Carnarvon,
25 per cent. of the houses built under the
Commonwealth-State rental scheme have
been let to civil servants. If the Govern-
ment departments supplied houses for
their employees, this would greatly assist
in solving the housing problem in the
North-West.

It is the permanent resident who builds
up a community and helps to populate the
North. Departmenial officers are only
there for a specifie period, following which
their place is taken by someone else.
Therefore, more houses should he made
avatlable to permanent residents. Water
is absolutely essential in the home, the
more so for the person living in the
country than in the town. For domestic
purposes water should be declared a
national necessity and delivered at a
standard rate throughout the State, a
commercial rate being charged according
to the district and the industry served.
The water rate in Carnarvon is 3s. in the
£1, and it amused me to hear some mem-
bers opposite complaining about the small
increase in water rates in the metropoli-
tan area.

My constituents would gladly pay the
price that is being charged for water to
people in the city. Those in the North
get nowhere near the same amount of
water per rental value as do metropolitan
residents, The charge to people in the
North is 3s. per 1,000 gallons, or 3s. 3d. if
the account is not paid within three
months. One case which I may cite is
that of an eiderly couple who are old age
pensioners and do not pay the normal
rate, but have to pay for excess water.
They have no garden and there are only
the two of them in the home, and they
therefore use the minimum amount of
water; and yet it cost them £I1 for ex-
cess water over the year. There is no
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doubt that an elderly couple such as that
cannot afford to pay for excess water at
that rate.

Education for people in the country, and
particularly those in the North, becomes
an expensive proposition when they have
to send their children away from home t{o
attend school. However, those living on
stations have no alternative but to send
their children to Perth, as little oppor-
tunity is presented to send them to
Geraldton, and they are faced with a
very large education bill. The majority
of those affected are station managers.
One manager quoted to me the figures of
what it cost him for the education and
transport alone of his child, taking into
account also that the child is allowed one
free trip to his home town per year. It
cost him to educate one child £330 for the
year. It cost £8 alone to have an aircraft
land and put the child down at the station.
On several occasions during my election
campaign, it was suggested to me that a
school hostel should be built at Carnarvon
so that parents could educate their children
at a more reasonable cost than at present.

Just over six years ago, plans for the
Carnarvon school were prepared by the
present Minister for Education to cater
for such children. These provided for
sufficient classrooms, a domestic science
and manual training centre, and a hostel
but{ unfortunately, before the plans could
be implemented, a change of Government
took place. Admittedly, we now have a
new school but it is barely half the size
originally planned, and today it is far {oo
small for the numhber of children at
present in attendance. It is a seven-
teacher school, with five classrooms. I
asked the Minister for Education if it were
the intention of the department to ex-
pand it and provide additional accommo-
dation, but his reply was that such was not
anticipated at present, because it was sas
well off as any other school. He added that
the department would provide a domestic
science centre when money became avail-
able.

I claim that Carnarvon has a better
right to a new school over any other centre
if for one reason alone, namely, that
the cost to parents of sending a child away
to be educated is excessive. If better
school facilities were available at Carnar-
von a great saving would be effected by
those parents who are endeavouring to
give their children a proper education,
which is their just right. I wurge the
Education Department and the Minister
to reconsider their decision and to give
to <Carnarvon the school which was
planned six years ago so that the people,
not only of Carnarvon, but further North
may obtain the advantages of cheaper
education which they are not able to do
at present. .

I am very pleased to see that a summer
school! or eamp school, is being held at
Carnarvon, and other centres, throughout
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the North. I have been requested by the
people of Carnarvon to say that the Min-
ister's presence would be very welcome
and I, too, would like to see him go there
so that he may see for himself at first-
hand what is required, for then I ifeel
sure we would get a very sympathetic
hearing as far as our schools are con-
cerned. At present one of the classes is
housed in the old school which, as far as
I can ascertain, is well over 50 years old.
When I inspected it last the verandah
all around it was badly perished and
there were large holes in it. A number of
the boards were in a dangerous state and
I feared that some of the kiddies might
fall through and break their legs while
they were playing.

I understand that these boards will in
all probability have been repaired by now.
But the whole floor is in that condition.
In my opinion it is dangerous and provides
still another reason why we should have
a further classroom or two. The mission
school, which is a Government one,
run and staffed by the Government, is
totally inadequate and, I believe, has been
condemned not only by the inspector, but
also by the school doctor, as being unsuit-
ahle, This school was only built three or
four years agg. The Government of the
day supplied the materials and it was put
up by voluntary labour, It is just a shell;
it is not lined or ceiled. It has not even
got a division in it.

Last year the average attendance at
this school, which measures 18ft. x 50ft.,
was 71 children, which is beyond the
prescribed limits. It is very draughty and
the wind absolutely tears through it, as
one might imagine, hecause there is no
ceiling. It amazed me how the teachers
were able to teach at all when one realised
the noise the wind made during the after-
noon. There is no shelter whatsoever for
the children and there is no verandah to
the school. Admittedly these children are
natives, but I still feel they are entitled
to a fair deal. They squat in the narrow
strip of shade along the walls in order
to get respite from the sun. I think that
if we are to teach these children it is
only fair we should provide a reasonable
building in which to do so.

Mr. SPEAKER: I would remind the
hon, member that he has a minute or two
before his time expires.

Mr. NORTON: There are one or two
matters on which I would like to touch
and I will be as brief as possible. One
is that I feel that the people of the North
are entitled to some concession to enable
them to have a holiday. They are entitled
to their holidays as cheaply as anybody
else, and I consider that the State ships
should provide far more passenger ac-
commoadation for the people in the North
than is already available.

>
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Taking a family unit of four, ie., a man,
wife and two children under the age of 14,
I would point out that to go from Carnar-
von to Perth for a holiday and return costs
£75 by air, but if sufficient passenger
accommodation were found on the boats
that family could travel to Perth and re-
turn at a cost of £32 16s. 9d., and have
flve days holiday on the sea at the same
time. The Government should do all in
its power to assist the people in the North
so that they may have reasonable means
of getting to the city for their holidays.
In conclusion I consider everything should
be done to give medical, dental and hos-
pital treatment to all the people so that
they may lve happy healthy and useful
lives,

HON. C. F. J. NORTH (Claremont)
[4.471: May I congratulate you on your
appointment, Mr. Speaker, and wish you
good hunting in the future. May I also
congratulate the Chairman of Committees
and his Deputies and wish them a happy
time in their jobs even though it might
only be for a short while. I have now to
try and re-establish myself on the floor of
the House—

Mr. J. Hegney: That should not be hard.

Hon. C. ¥. J. NORTH: —after spending
six years in the position you now occupy.
I would begin by thanking the Premier
who is not here at the moment, and the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, for their
kind remarks when I was being liquidated
so that you, Mr. Speaker, could take over.
In trying to re-establish myself on the floor
of the House I intend to take what may
perhaps be a slightly novel course by iden-
tifying myself with the member for Fre-
mantle as we are the only two members who
now remain from the Parliament of 1924,
of which Phil Collier was Premier. In 1953
we know a lot of things that were not
known then,

The member for Fremantle and I could
say that in 1924 we were probing into the
secrets of the future in regard to what we
know today. Perhaps I ought not to speak
for him because it would be a one-man
orchestra instead of my blowing my own
trumpet. But I would like to point out
that in 1924 the member for Fremantle
warned this House about the Fremantle
railway bridge and not long after that it
collapsed just in time to avoid an accident.
It collapsed five minutes before a train
was to have passed over i_t. For my part 1
came here with the backing of the people
of Claremont. I entered the House full of
enthusiasm after addressing the large audi-
ences which we used to have in those days.
I probably came here suffering from what
I might call delusions of grandeur,

Mr. J. Hegney: Were you not a financial
reformist in those days?

Hon. C. F. J. NORTH: Not I arrived
here with delusions of grandeur, with a
fecling of having conquered large audiences
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in the district. I thought of all the things
I was going to do when I got into Parlia-
ment. But like s0 many others I found
facing all those hardened members of the
day a very desperate experience, Looking
back, and having dealt with the member
for Fremantle and his warning with a few
scrappy remarks, I realise how nervous I
must have been because I failed to say all
the wonderful things which were sald on
the hustings. But one does say a few words
during the Address-in-reply and I have
found it most interesting to look through
one or two of the remarks that were made
in 1924 by the hon. member ,and myself.
To me, the hours we spend here are some-
thing like a jig-saw puzzle in which, when
harking back, one finds members grappling
with different views and t{rying to fit them
into a pattern.

I propose in my few remarks to mention
some of those matters for the information
of hon. members. In those days the
people at Claremont, the House might
think, were not country-minded, but they
were certainly very proud of the record of
Sir James Mitchell and also, in 1924, wel-
comed the Governor's Speech which dwelt
almost entirely upon rural affairs, the de-
velopment of the country and the expan-
sion of primary production. We agreed in
those days with the claim that primary pro-
duction was the foundation of the country's
prosperity and we had a group in Clare-
mont that worked to achieve a balanced
economy. In those days Sir James Mitchell,
although he was sitting in Opposition, did
all he could to secure the development of
primary industries, and I will admit that
the then Premier, the laie Philip Collier,
held much the same view.

After looking up the volumes of “Han-
sard,” I can say without fear of sucecessful
contradiction that in 1924 we, at Clare-
mont, were among the earliest sections of
the community to advocate a balanced
economy. We advocated the development
of ashestos production. Today one can
endorse the views expressed by a pre-
vious Premier, Mr. Wise, who said
that asbestos would overtake gold in the
millions it would produce for the country.
Further than that, we at Claremont ad-
vocated the establishment of an iron and
steel industry in the State. In those days
such a proposition was regarded as abso-
lately futuristic and fantastic. I am glad
that I have lived long enough to see what
has gone on in connection with those mat-
ters and to note what is taking place at
Kwinana today, which is a topic I will deal
with at a later date.

In those days we also urged the estab-
lishment of an electric power scheme in
the South-West situated as near as possible
to Collie, and that transmission lines should
convey power to Perth. I would no$ pre-

- tend that the details of the proposal then

were similar to those that apply to what
is being done today, but the fact remsins
that in those days we did advocate the con-



120

veyance of electric current across country
to Perth—and we see that develop-
ment in contemplation teday. These four
topics represented very valuable contribu-
tions to the economy of the country, but
I shall not say in this year of grace, 1953,
something that we often hear—"them were
the days.” However, those works 1 have
mentioned are even today topical and
urgent.

Another matter brought forward on be-
half of the people of Claremont in 1924 and
still topical today, is that this country
should ook to America for an indication of
how to produce in our factories and how
to promote as much production per head
as possible, I have lived to see not only
Australian trade union leaders going to
America to study that problem but
British commissions going there in droves
for the same purpose. It was a very
wise move and although Australia is
now able to produce in her factories
commodities that compare with the
American output, I claim that advocacy
of such a step was important and
urgent in those days just as it is today.
The next proposition we put forward was
that an enormous effort should be made to
encourage migration to the State. Again
that move was regarded in those early
days as fantastic.

At that time the most we could do was to
secure a few hundreds of immigrants for
the group settlement areas and that was
an effort that stands greatly to the credit
of the late Sir James Mitchell. Now we
have lived to see the tide of migration to
Australia in full swing, and I may perhaps
be pardoned for claiming a little credit in
that direction. I confess I have always
been a very poor politician but I have
always been happy when advocating mat-
ters aimed at securing the progress of the
State. However, I notice that in my
maiden speech the final matter I dealt with
was political and is still fresh today. The
point I raised was in the form of a sug-
gestion to the then Govermment that it
should announce in advance any under-
taking it intended tc nationalise in order
to enable private enterprise, in its own
fleld, to hold up its head and not be dis-
couraged.

That Is the position today. There is no
Government in the Commonwealth at this
moment that will say it is out to crush
private enterprise. The day has come when
we can say that all over the country there
is a realisation that, no matter what can
be said from the State point of view, priv-
ate enterprise is still regarded as the
foundation of our economy. In that res-
pect I will quote the last few words I ut-
terred in my speech. These were to the
effect that:—

Civilisation should be as solid as
concrete but the sand of State enter-
prise should not be too freely mixed
with the cement of private enterprise.

[ASSEMBLY.1

I believe those words meet the situation
today. I will now leave that speech and
refer to two other matters that are still
fresh today as they were in past years.
The first I have mentioned before and I
hope the Leader of the Country Party will
not accuse me of having said it twice, for
I desire to repeat what I urged in 1925. It
is that the people of Claremont believed
in child endowment. They thought that
scheme was better than any effort to make
the basic wage unduly high so that it would
tend to restrict a2 married man to two
or three children.

We know that today the principle of
child endowment is accepted and indeed
effect was given to the scheme by Mr.
Lang, the then Labour Premier in New
South Wales two or three years later on.
There {5 one thing about parliamentary
life, namely, that it is quite possible to
be happy in politics even without attain-
ing any high position. I have had the
experience of being happily in Opposition
for 20 years. I do not take the line that
over & long period, even though part of the
time was spent in the position you, Mr.
Speaker, occupy, during which I listened
to the speeches of others, one would
necessarily prefer being in Opposition, but
one can be happy in seeing the affairs of
State moving and the country developing
into a progressive, living entity. To see
that opening up is attractive, and there-
fore one can quite readily spehd a period
in Oppesition and remain quite happy.

One of the other matters I advocated
on behalf of the people of Claremont in
later years was the conversion of 40 cycle
current to 50 cycle. That proposition was
raised in the Claremont electorate in 1926,
and unfortunately steps in that direction
ave only just being carried out. What
it has cost the State over the past 17 years
or more during which the change-over
was not made, I would not like to say.
Neglect to undertake the step must have
cccasioned a tremendous cost in outsized
fittings and in other directions. Now we
are doing the right thing, and alas in con-
sequence everyone affected is quite un-
comfortable for the time being. However,
it was a good move even in those early
days, and I am glad the people of Clare-
mont advocated the change at that period.

The yvears passed by and new members
entered this Chamber. I can remember
the present Leader of the Opposition, now
Sir Ross McLarty, entering this Chamber
as o member in 1930 and making his
maiden speech. He entered Parliament
in the middle of the depression and his
efforts were directed to bullding up a bal-
anced economy. I am pleased to record
that fact because members might think
that his views would be expressed regarding
other matters, but I can assure them that
he did not always speak mainly about milk
production and dairying generally. In his
maiden speech—I am taking the first
speeches delivered by members in the
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House because, in my opinion, they in-
dicate what those members really think,
seeing that they are nervous and it comes
out, just as it does with drink—he said
that he wanted this State to be opened
up by means of more irrigation schemes,
That was a statesmanlike start. He said
he wanted to cure the slump by encourag-
ing the support of local industry. To my
mind that covers everything,

Then he said something which is of
vital interest today, namely, that motor-
ists should pay for their own roads, &
statement that was greeted with “Hear,
hear”. But we have lived to see the day
when motorists pay not only for their own
roads but also for roads that do not exist
at all, in addition to subscribing to the
revenue in the Federal sphere in a most
unfair way. I am quite sure that motor-
ists today would support the earller re-
mark of the member for Murray-Welling-
ton, as it was then, that they should pay
for theilr own roads, provided it ended
there and they were not called upon to
pay double the amount and receive noth-
ing in return for the extra money. That
is a very important aspect.

Then we had another new arrival—the
present Deputy Premier who entered the
House in 1933 and stated his belief that
local industry should replace imports. The
present Premier supported him. In other
words, both they and the ex-Premier,
the member for what is now known as the
Murray electorate, expressed a belief that
local industry should be encouraged as a
cure for the slump. Now I come to the
Leader of the Country Party who came
here in 1936. him we were
told some things that we had not been
told before, at any rate not to my know-
ledge, and Y had listened attentively to
the debates. We were told that water
was needed in the wheat-belt, and that
if the people of the metropolitan area
were treated in the same manner as were
the people of the wheat-belt, we would
hear something about it. True, the big
country water scheme was initiated from
the Government side, but there we have
an example of an important contribution
from a member in the course of his first
speech in the House.

The last one I wish to refer to is the
present Deputy Leader of the Opposition
who is acting in the absence of the mem-
ber for Murray. He made a statement
that pleased me greatly because it was
something that had been in the minds
of many people In the metropolitan
area ‘for years. He told us that he
did not see that it was of any
use trying to develop marginal areas when
we have so much coastal country with a
good rainfall still untouched. We have
lived to see that matter dealt with; we
have lived to realise what can be done
with that land by the use of fertiliser
and trace elements. Thus those various
members made very important suggestions.
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Relating to Claremont’s viewpoint, the
next Parliament found it necessary to
deal with the teaching of nutrition
of school children. Everyone will have
noticed that our doctors in the intervening
years have been doing 100 per cent. of
service for the school children, which
Justifies the motion we carried before
many of the present members had been
elected to this House,

Then we had to deal with the guestion
of buses and an awkward question it
proved to be. There was quite a fight to
get buses on the road, mainly because of
the opposition from the railway and tram-
way authorities. I suppose that many of
the troubles we are encountering today
have really resulted from the invention
of the motor car. However, we have to
accept the present situation.

The people of Claremont were anxious
to obtain these facilities but the Minister
of the day, the late Mr, McCallum, pre-
sumably out of loyalty to the railways
and tramways, opposed the introduction
of buses. I recall that on one occasion
there was quite a flght and the sitting
of the House was extended till about
midnight owing to our efforts to get the
buses back on the road. That development
has led t¢ an enormous increase in bus
traffic all over the State. Probably my
action, together with that of other mem-
bers at the time, resulted in the wrecking
of the metropolitan suburban railway
trafic. At any rate, I was one of those
who was guilty of having helped to keep
the motors on the road. We all agree that
the position existing today is very difficult
indeed because we have to decide whether
we shall have more suburban traffic carried
by trains, whether we shall have more
buses, or whether the wiser course would
be to work along both lines.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You will remember
our having had to rush to West Perth
station to catch a train after the House
Ipse.

Hon. C. F. J. NORTH: Yes. Now I
come to the slump of 1930, as a result of
which we had some very harrowing ex-
periences. At that time there were many
hard-fought elections and many strenuous
debates in the House, Members assisted
the Government to reach a very important
decision. The present Deputy Premier con-
tributed to the original motion and the late
Mr. McCallum was able to have it amended
to a form that was actually sent to the
Federal Government. This led eventually
to the appointment of the Royal Com-
mission on banking, which did a tre-
mendous amount of good, not only for
Western Australia and Australia, but also
for the world. Previous to that time,
lack of employment was a constant fear
in all countries, whereas today, I think
we can say without hesitation that, as a
result of the Banking Commission and the
subsequent White Paper issued by the Com-
monwealth, mass unemployment has been
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scotched and will never occur again. We
know that there are blue-prints extant in
the Government archives representing
hundreds of millions of pounds worth of
public works waiting to be given effect
to in the event of serious unemployment
occurring. At least that is what we were
told some years ago, and I am trusting
enough to believe that the statement still
holds good.

Let me now refer to other things. After
the Banking Commission and the hard
times experienced, I still had my seat in
the House and things had grown a little
easier. It was then that we put up a ques-
tion to the member for Northam, as a Min-
ister in the then Government, as to whether
it was proposed to revive the whaling in-
dustry after the war. The Minister replied
that that was the intention and that the
whaling Industry would form part of the
post-war employment policy. This came
to fruition with the result that millions of
pounds worth of wealth are being pro-
duced from whales caught off our coast.

Members may wonder why I have men-
tioned these matters. My desire is to show
that we have endeavoured to suggest ways
and means by which wealth might be pro-
duced. I have a feeling that the average
member is regarded by the electorate as
& person who is net producing anything
for his country. He is regarded as some-
body who attends meetings and enjoys
himself, but 1s really a burden on the com-
munity. We hear criticism of Parliament;
we hear some people saying, “Let us get
rid of these Parliaments; let us have one
Parliament.” On a former occasion I
produced figures to show that the actual
cost of the Parliaments of Australia—I
refer to the Governor General, State Gov-
ernors and the whole. framework of
Government—Is only a million or two.

I have not a copy of the Commonwealth
Year Book to refresh my memory; mem-
bers are not provided with coples, but I
can say that out of a national income of
£3,000,000,000 a year the cost of gov-
ernment is only a million or two, which
works out less than a farthing in
the pound of our production. What
it costs to run the country from the
point of view of Parliament is infinitesimal,
and no one would dare to go on the plat-
form and attack the system in face of a
fieure s0 small. I have not looked at the
Commonweglth figure for the last two
or three years, but let us say that
£3,000,000 is required to run all the Par-
liaments. If that is divided amongst the
population income it will be found to be a
very small sum, and we have a cheap sys-
tem of Government compared with that of
the Soviet which is out to depress us and
take our place.

I now come to the time when I was last
on the floor of the House, before I had
the honour of being elevated to the hon-
ourable position which you, Sir, now hold.

[(ASSEMBLY.]

The speech I made then is the only one
which seems to me to have had some con-
tinuity, the sort of speech one could read
without feeling awful. I read it through
and said, “That is not bad Charlie! After
20 years you had something to give that
someone could read!” I was critical of all
the other speeches I had delivered, but
that speech made some contribution to the
debate which I considered interesting.

In my remarks 1 suggested that after the
war we should {ry to do something to raise
the standard of living of the eastern
countries so that they might have smaller
families, because of the menace of their
growth to the food front of the world. The
only part of my proposal that has not
since heen adopted under the Colombo Plan
is that there has been no reference to
those countries having smaller families, I
was working on the general idea which has
been argued in western countries, that
when the standard of living is raised,
families are smaller. I think that is the
only hope we in this country have-—apart
from the protection of the United Nations
Organisation if that succeeds—of being
able to continue on our way as a white con-
tinent: namely, to raise the standard of
living of the Eastern races by means of
the Colombo Plan. In that way those
countries should be able to maintain their
population without increasing it at the
same rate as previously,

When India was run by the British, the
effect was not to improve the standard of
living of the people but to enable more
people to live on the lower standard, and
that is what none of us here want. I am
still hoping that by means of the Colombo
Plan we shall see the people in those
countries having a better standard of
living and that thereby the size of their
families will be reduced. I hope the stage
will be reached where they will be able to
hold their country and leave the food front
in such a position that it can meet the de-
mand. Many writers have warned the
world that the population is increasing
much faster than food production. Of
course, that is to some extent quite good
from the point of view of Western Aus-
tralia. So far as we are concerned, it is
a case of “Go ahead 100 per cent!” It is
the green light; we can never grow enough
because there 1s always the demand.

That is one side of the picture. On the
other hand there is the deadly menace of
the contraction of area on which it is
possible {0 grow anything, and the decline
of sofl fertility and the erosion which is
taking place. Again there js the failure
of some countries to put back into the
soil what has been talten out. However,
all that is known to, and is being handled
by experts of many kinds, with the result
that I am not s0 anxious about the situn-
tion as I was 15 or 20 years ago when this
sort of question was left to members of
Parllament and the experts did not seem
to show up.
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I would like t0¢ make & remark which I
think is true and in which I think the
member for Fremantle will bear me out.
When we first came into this House mem-
bers were supposed to be much more re-
sponsible to the people than they are to-
day. They were sort of Pooh-Bahs who
had to know everything about everything
and everybody. But we have lived to see
the day when that situation has changed.
Not long age the Prime Minister of Aus-
tralia made a speech in which he said that
he had noted that Professor Copland had
sald the exchange rate against England
should continue, and the late Professor
Wood had said from the Melbourne Uni-
versity that it should be wiped out and we
should go back to sterling. The Prime
Minister was able {0 say how interested
he was In those two views.

That shows a completely different out-
look from that which prevailed when the
member for Fremantle and I first came to
this House. In those days members of
Parliament would stake their whole lives
and careers upon a certain line of argu-
ment. They would go out to the people
and sey, “We are going to have the ex-
change rate wiped out”; or, "We are going
to have the exchange rate continued.”
They would make an issue of it; but we
have reached the sitage where Ministers
can stand up and say, “I will refer that to
the experts.” I am wondering where it is
getting us, and whether we are as well
off now, with all our modern improvements
as we were when members of Parliament
had to ihrash these things out themselves
and make decisions. Things are certainly
more complicated.

PFor six years I have been listening to
the speeches of other members and I
have been humbled to find how well Par-
liament was able to continue without the
member for Claremont. It went on very
well indeed. I had to tell the Claremont
electors that for six years I had been
gagged; not even a question did I ask!
However, they sent me back with a bigger
majority than before! Maybe I am mak-
ing rash statements this afternoon, but
I wanted to take advantage of the Ad-
dress-in-reply to say things that I have
often said before. I think there are those
who agree—though many do not—with my
opinion that more valuable contributions
can come from the Address-in-reply than
from any other phase of our work here.
Why is that? It is because the Address-
in-reply gives private members an oppor-
tunity to air their views.

When one is elevated to the Ministry
he is in a responsible position. He is
helping to run the couniry. However, he
can only make decisions, though they are
very important decisions; whereas all the
rest of us can make suggestions. On the
floor of the House private members, both
on the Government and on the Opposi-
tion side, have often made very valuable

81

123

contributions to debates which have been
adopted at a later date by the Ministry.
There is no reason why private members
should be depressed or feel that they are
not quite in the front of the picture. I
have heard a great many useful proposals
submitted by private members over the
yvears. There are many that I would have
liked to bring forward this afternoon
that have been made by others apart
from the four stars I have referred to.
But the point of all my remarks is that
I do not think outsiders realise how much
the progress of this country has been due
to the contributions of individual members
of Parliament.

I think I would have to be here in 1983
to see things come to pass which I would
advocate now, assuming thet the same
length of time were required to have those
ideas put into effect as has been needed
for ideas to bear fruit which were first
suggested in 1924. However, that is some-
thing in the future, and I do not think
I will waste any time looking ahead,
Reading through “Hansard,” I find that
quite enough things have been sald by
the member for Claremont to last anybody
for a lifetime! I conclude by saying that
I shall continue to support the Opposition
to whose ranks I have been elected.

On motion by Mr. Johnson, debate ad-
journed.

House edjourned at 521 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT toock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the 1lith August.

HON. J. G. HISLOF {(Metropolitan)
[4381:. In speaking to the Address-in-
reply, I wish to congratulate the Govern-
ment on assuming office and, just briefly,
to express the hope that during its term
at the Treasury Bench it will prove as
efficient in safeguarding the interests of
the people of the State as was the Gov-
ernment which it followed.



